ME R IT TRAV E L H O ST E D

KEGS & KATHEDRALS - OKTOBERFEST TOUR
Hosted by Oliver Dawson

After nearly 20 years, the Beer Lovers’ Tour Company in conjunction with Merit Travel is delighted to
return to Europe with our Kegs & Kathedrals Oktoberfest Adventure .This nine-day adventure is focused
on Bavaria, resplendent with incredible mountain scenery, romantic medieval towns and a beer culture
that is the envy of the world.

$4,195* p.p.
8 nights | Land only
Departs: Sept. 25, 2017

On our journey we will explore great churches and monasteries where brewing continues to play a vital
role. ‘Bucket list’ destinations like ‘Mad Ludwig’s’ Neuschwanstein Castle, the Zugspitze, Germany’s
highest peak and of course, Oktoberfest are combined with visits to less touristy centres like Regensburg
and Bamberg, both UNESCO world heritage sites. For the first-time traveller to Germany, this will be
a delightful introduction to this historic land; for the veteran, there will be many ‘off the beaten track’
surprises; and for the beer lover, this will be pure heaven!

Includes:
• eight nights accommodation
• local expert guides at destination
• transportation based on an executive private coach

• access to all planned visits and attractions
as per the itinerary
• Octoberfest admission with VIP lunch plus
Brewery visits with beer tastings

• eight breakfasts, four lunches and five dinners

Merit Travel | 1.866.341.1777 | MeritTravel.com
*CDN$ pp dbl occ. taxes included. Single supplement: $795. Not included: Airfare, any personal expenses, such as insurance, passport fees, any meals, or items not mentioned. ON-4499356/4499372 |
BC-34799 | 111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1 | Canadian owned

ITINERARY
Breakfast Incl. (B), Lunch Incl. (L), Dinner Incl.(D)
[Sunday Sept. 24, 2017 | Canada—Munich]
DAY 1 | Monday Sept. 25, 2017 | Munich—Starnberg (D)
We arrive in Munich and are greeted by our guide who will arrange
transfers to our hotel. Taking time to relax and refresh we will go to
the legendary Andechs Monastery and brewery where we will enjoy
a tour and taste and then sit down to our welcome dinner in the cozy
Braeustueberl. Part of the Benedictine order, brewing has taken
place in this monastery since the 1400’s. High atop a hill overlooking
the Tegernsee, this is a perfect spot to tap the keg on our Bavarian
adventure.
Accommodations (3 nights): Vier Jahreszeiten Starnberg
Tel: +49 4263 302 320
DAY 2 | Tuesday Sept. 26, 2017 | Starnberg (B, L)
OKTOBERFEST: After a hearty Bavarian breakfast we will enjoy a
morning walking tour of the Munich Altstadt before we get ready for
our Oktoberfest experience. Still the world’s largest beer festival,
Oktoberfest began as a harvest celebration back in the middle
ages. A royal wedding celebration in 1810 on the current site was the
beginning of an annual Munich tradition attracting beer lovers alike
from around the world.
Typical Bavarian specialties and local beer will be on the menu
as we enjoy our lunch, our steins and the Gemuetlichkeit that
defines the occasion.
Dinner is on your own.

DAY 3 | Wednesday Sept. 27, 2017 | Starnberg (B, D)
WIESKIRCHE - NEUSCHWANSTEIN CASTLE - ETTAL KLOSTERBRAUEREI
BREWERY: An early start after breakfast ensures that we take in as
much as we can of the area south of Munich, a region where an entire
vacation could be enjoyed. This will be the longest day on the tour so
make sure you eat well.
Our first stop is the Bavarian Rococo masterpiece, Die Wies church.
Set in a beautiful alpine valley, this UNESCO heritage site is a brilliant
example of human spirituality and creativity.
From there we continue to the infamous Neuschwanstein Castle.
Built by ‘Mad King Ludwig ’ in the late 19th century, this was the castle
that inspired Disney for his famous theme parks. Then it is a short
drive to the picturesque walled town of Fuessen, a highlight on the
well-travelled ‘Romantic Road’.
Set against the Alps and hugging the Austrian border, we will have
time to enjoy lunch at leisure and explore the many local shops and
historical sites Fuessen has to offer.
Then it is off to the Zugspitze, Germany’s highest point, where we will
take a cable car to the top. From there we can enjoy fresh mountain
air and the most incredible view in all Germany (weather permitting).
Down from the mountain we head to the Ettal Klosterbrauerei, our
second monastic brewery visit. After a tour and taste, we head to the
nearby Klosterhotel Ludwig der Bayer for a traditional Bavarian dinner.
We then head back to our hotel for a much-deserved rest.
DAY 4 | Thursday Sept. 28, 2017 | Starnberg—Regensburg (B, L, D)
A generous Bavarian buffet-breakfast, and we say goodbye to
the Munich area and head towards Franconia, the heartland of
northern Bavaria. People enjoying beer in the morning is a common
site in Bavaria and so, to fit in with the locals, our first stop is at
Weihenstefan, the world’s oldest brewery.

or won in a lottery. Bayreth is also well known for the Maizel brewery,
producers of the finest Bavarian Weizenbier (wheat beer).
We will enjoy a tour and tasting along with lunch. Then it is off to
Bamberg. After we check into the hotel, the rest of the evening and
dinner is at leisure.
Accommodations (2 nights): Ibis Budget Hotel Bamberg.
Tel: +49 951 50995520
DAY 7 | Sunday Oct. 1, 2017 | Bamberg (B, L, D)
BAMBERG FRANCONIAN BEER MUSEUM AND BREWERY: After
breakfast, we will get a brief orientation tour of Bamberg, another
spectacular UNESCO world heritage site. Beautifully preserved
and restored, Bamberg is one of the prettiest towns in all Germany
with rushing rivers, narrow winding cobblestoned streets, timbered
houses and gothic spires. It is a photographer’s dream. Beer lovers
will also rejoice since Bamberg is a brewing centre and home to the
famous Rauchbier (smoked beer).
A visit to the Franconian Beer Museum is followed by lunch and a taste
at a local brewery.
The afternoon is free to explore at leisure, perhaps dropping into
the great Bamberg cathedral that features the carving work of the
renaissance master Tilman Riemenschneider. Later in the day we
will gather again for a traditional Franconian dinner at the legendary
Schlenkerla tavern.
After a quick tour and taste it is away to the stunning Weltenberg
Monastery and brewery. Situated in a deep gorge on the Danube
River, Kloster Weltenberg is only accessible by boat.

DAY 8 | Monday Oct. 2, 2017 | Bamberg—Kreuzberg—Heidelberg (B, D)

Accommodations (2 nights): Best Western Premier Regensburg
Tel: +49 941 463930

After breakfast we head off to north-western Bavaria into the
highlands region known as the Rhoen. A cherished place for Germans,
the Rhoen area is a magical place that for centuries has drawn people
seeking both physical and spiritual wellness. High atop a 1,000 m
mountain and set amongst forest and moors sits Kreuzberg, the last
of the four German monastery/breweries on our adventure. Only
available at the monastery, some consider the beer brewed here as
the finest in world! This will prove that it is often worth taking the road
less travelled.

DAY 5 | Friday Sept. 29, 2017 | Regensburg (B)

We enjoy a tour and tasting of the Kreuzberg Brewery. We then
continue west to our final overnight destination, beautiful Heidelberg.

Here we will enjoy a traditional lunch washed down with the locally
brewed beer. Then it is off to beautiful Regensburg where we will
spend the next two nights. After check-in the rest of the day is free to
explore at leisure.
Enjoy dinner at the hotel this evening.

Another hearty German breakfast savoured prepares us for our
morning orientation tour of this UNESCO world heritage city. Situated
on the banks of the Danube, Regensburg history dates back to Roman
times. In the middle ages it became an important trading centre and
much of the fabulous architecture dates back to this period. Fans of
Romanesque and Gothic architecture will have much to admire. Not
to miss is the double-towered, gothic Regensburg cathedral.
After our tour the rest of the day is free to explore, eat and shop at
leisure. Perhaps we will come across an old tavern that serves the
local Roggenbier (Rye beer).
DAY 6 | Saturday Sept. 30, 2017 | Regensburg—Bamberg (B, L)
Breakfast as usual and it is ‘aufwiedersehen’ to Regensberg as we
head to Bamberg, another medieval gem in the heart of Bavaria.
On our way we will take some time over lunch in the city of Bayreuth,
best known for it’s world famous Festspielhaus (opera house). Paid
for by our old friend ‘Mad Ludwig’, this unique theatrical space was
designed by German composer Richard Wagner to perform only his
operas. Tickets to the annual Bayreuth festival are either inherited

Following check-in we will enjoy a guided tour of Heidelberg
including the famous castle ruins and the largest wine barrel in the
world. After that, we will settle in to our farewell dinner at a typical
local restaurant.
Accommodations: Crowne Plaza Hotel Heidelberg
Tel: +49 4962 219170
DAY 9 | Tuesday Oct. 3, 2017 | Heidelberg—Frankfurt (B)
After our final German breakfast, we head towards Frankfurt airport
but not without visiting Speyer on the way, one of the oldest cities
in Germany. Speyer is home to the massive Speyer cathedral, a
memorable example of the Romanesque architectural design and the
final resting place for eight Holy Roman emperors and Kings.
After some time to explore and have lunch, it is time to head to the
Frankfurt airport for our flight home.
End of services.

TERMS & CONDITIONS

RESPONSIBILITY
Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the Travel
Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus operators,
etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do our best to
select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be held responsible
for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any and all bookings made
with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms and conditions of each and
every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set
forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing,
Merit and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and
other representatives are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages
(whether direct, indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits
or opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety
(whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to such
party or any other party) arising from:

If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign an Insurance Waiver
Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any
and all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please
speak to your representative at the time of making reservations about insurance.

(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour. The following penalties will be
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other
grounds beyond our control;

REFUNDS
The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to receive
a refund is limited.
There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services
Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full
refund will be made to the traveller.
CANCELLATION POLICY

(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations

(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears
on the passport;

(C) 59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;
(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;
(g) Personal injuries or death;
(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour disputes or
disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes, weather conditions,
floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental authorities.
PRICING
All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.
INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS
Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven
days of notification and obtain a full refund.
PAYMENT SCHEDULE
A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.
Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases
at time of booking.
LIABILITY
Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier
recommended connections and check-in times.
Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.
TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)
Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance,
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional
penalties associated with the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately
at time of booking and will prevail.
TOUR CHANGES
We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to conditions
beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to ensure the locations
visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar to the ones originally
planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility for a refund.
REVISION FEE
Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a change
and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges imposed by
the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge a $50 revision
fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name or departure date
may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties may apply.
PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION
All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many countries
require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s return date.
Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s responsibility
to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required by all relevant
authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the correct
documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage.
DESCRIPTION
Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform
you should any significant changes occur.
Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be
different from what you are accustomed to at home.
CONSENT
Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute
your consent to the above terms.
If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in
writing upon your return.
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