MERIT
HOSTED

ICELAND’S ARCTIC NORTH
HOSTED BY OLIVER DAWSON

Iceland is not just a destination. It is an adventure.
Travel with us to Northern Iceland to experience the stunning
natural beauty of the rugged landscape, the creativity of the
Icelandic people and the local craft beer. The Beer lovers’ Tour
Company and Merit Travel have combined our passion and
experience to create an adventure that takes you on the road
less travelled; to stunning Northern Iceland, the heart of the craft
brewing renaissance. Join us for the adventure of a lifetime!

$2,760* CAD p.p.
7 days | Land Only
Departs Toronto
June 03, 2016

INCLUDES:
• seven nights accommodation as per the itinerary
• local expert guides at destination
• transportation in a private mini coach
• daily breakfast, 6 lunches and 5 dinners
• access to all planned visits, museums and other activity
and attractions in the itinerary
• all beer tastings

Oliver Dawson is a multilingual beer &
travel aficionado and the creator and
host of the Beer Lovers’ Tour Co.
He is a pioneer and leader in Beer
Tourism. During his 14-year career
working for Toronto’s original microbrewery, The Upper Canada Brewing Co.,
he developed his expertise in the world
of brewing. Read more about Oliver at
www.beerloverstour.com.

• all local taxes and gratuities
• Merit tour host

Merit Travel | 1.866.341.1777 | MeritTravel.com
CAD$, p.p. dbl occ land only. Please enquire about airfare from your preferred Canadian Gateway. Single room supplement: $915 per person. Not included: Airfare, access to museums
and activities in Akureyri, any personal expenses, such as insurance, passport fees, any meals, or items not mentioned. Contact a Merit Travel Specialist for full terms and conditions.
ON-4499356/4499372 | BC-34799 | 111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1 | Canadian owned

History Center, Hólar Cathedral and lastly, Arctic Char which will be on
tonight’s dinner menu.
Day 3 | Sunday, June 05
HÓLAR — LAMB INN ÖNGULSSTAÐIR (B, L, D)
After a hearty breakfast, we drive along the rugged coastline to
Siglufjordur, a picturesque fishing village set against a mountain scene.
Siglufjordur is also where the brand new Segull 67 Micro Brewery is
located. We will have some free time to explore, have lunch and enjoy a
beer tasting at the award-winning Síldarminjasafnið Herring Museum; the
largest marine and industrial museum in Europe.
Lunch is at the unique restaurant Hannes Boy.
We will arrive in Öngulsstadir around the cocktail hour and check into the
lovely Lamb Inn Guesthouse and Lamb Inn Farmhouse.

ITINERARY

Lamb Inn Öngulsstaðir will be our base for the next three days.
We will enjoy a reception at The Old Farmhouse in Öngulsstaðir and then sit
down to enjoy a fabulous dinner of smoked lamb, a local seasonal specialty.

BREAKFAST INCL. (B), LUNCH INCL. (L), DINNER INCL. (D)
DAY 1 | Friday, June 03
DEPARTURE FROM TORONTO — KEFLAVIK, ICELAND
Upon arrival at Keflavik International Airport around 11:40 p.m., you will be
met and transfered to The Guesthouse Alex. Your gateway to Iceland is only
two minutes driving distance from Kef. airport, as we are the first visible
building in Iceland after leaving the crowded airport area. We are also within
walking distance from service and recreation in down town Keflavik.

Accommodations: Guesthouse Alex. Hotel address: Aðalgata 60,
230 Reykjanesbær, Iceland. Tel: +354 421 2800.
Set 4 km from Keflavik International Airport, this down-to-earth,
seasonal guesthouse with wooden huts is 6 km from the Viking
World museum and 21 km from the Blue Lagoon.
Day 2 | Saturday, June 04
KEFLAVIK — HÓLAR IN HJALTADALUR VALLEY (B, L, D)
After a delicious Icelandic breakfast and a brief orientation meeting we
will board our private coach and head north to begin our first day. After
a drive through the sea tunnels at Whale Fjord we will enjoy a short
stop at the Grábrók volcano Crater.
Lunch will be in the new restaurant, Sjávarborg located in the town of
Hvammstangi. Home to the Seal Research Center and museum we will
enjoy a visit there to learn about the importance of seal wildlife.
Then we will continue our trip through the town of Saudarkrokur, the
biggest town in the Skagafjordur bay/valley. A photo stop here by the
towns’ cemetery gives us a great view point over the town and the
Islands on the bay.
Then it is on to the Hólar Beer Festival, a convenient opportunity to
sample some of Iceland’s finest craft brews, all in one location.
Dinner and overnight are at the Hólar University Campus. A historic
North town situated in a serene mountain valley, Hólar’s is particularly
famous for its’ archeological and historic sites, the Icelandic Horse

Accommodations: Lamb Inn Öngulsstadir. Hotel address:
Öngulsstadir I, 601 Akureyri, Iceland. Tel: +354 463 1500.
Accommodation in the Öngulsstaðir farm holidays is quiet and
relaxing. The old farmhouse at Öngulsstaðir is one of the best
preserved houses in Iceland from the 19th century.
Day 4 | Monday, June 06
LAKE MÝVATN & DETTIFOSS WATERFALL (B, L, D)
After breakfast we pack our bathing suits and towels and drive up to Lake
Mývatn with a stop at the Goðafoss waterfall. The Goðafoss (Icelandic:
waterfall of the gods or waterfall of the goði) is one of the most
spectacular waterfalls in Iceland.
In the year 1,000 the Lawspeaker Þorgeir Ljósvetningagoði made
Christianity the official religion of Iceland. After his conversion it is said that
upon returning from the Alþingi, Þorgeir threw his statues of the Norse
gods into the waterfall. Þorgeir’s story is preserved in Ari Þorgilsson’s
Íslendingabók. A window in the Cathedral of Akureyri (Akureyrarkirkja)
illustrates this story.
MS Goðafoss, an Icelandic ship named after the waterfall, was carrying
both freight and passengers. It was sunk by a German U-Boat in World War
II, resulting in great loss of lives.
Then it is on to the Dimmuborgir area which consists of a massive,
collapsed lava tube formed by a lava lake flowing in from a large eruption
about 2,300 years ago. At Dimmuborgir, the lava pooled over a small lake.
The lava flow surface remains partly intact around the Dimmuborgir area,
so that the Dimmuborgir itself sits below the surrounding surface area.
The area is characterised by large hollow cell (or chamber-like structures)
formed around bubbles of vapour, and some dramatically standing lava
pillars. Several of the chambers and pillar bases are large enough to house
humans, giving rise to the term “castles” (borgir).
Dimmuborgir was one of the many Icelandic locations that Game of
Thrones was shot.

Lunch is at Vogafjós cow shed restaurant.
Then it is on to the geothermal area Hverir by Námaskarð. A hightemperature area where you find steaming fumaroles and bubbling mud
pools and the Dettifoss waterfalls.
Dettifoss is situated on the Jökulsá á Fjöllum river, which flows from the
Vatnajökull glacier and collects water from a large area in Northeast
Iceland. The falls are 100 metres (330 ft) wide and have a drop of 45 meters
(150 ft) down to the Jökulsárgljúfur canyon. It is the largest waterfall in
Iceland in terms of volume discharge.
Time to unpack those bathing suits since the Mývatn nature bath is the latest
addition to the region’s many visitor attractions. Drawing on a centuries-old
tradition, the tastefully designed complex offers bathers a completely
natural experience that begins with a relaxing dip in clouds of steam rising
up from a fissure deep in the Earth’s surface, and ends with a luxurious swim
in a pool of geothermal water drawn from depths of up to 2,500 m.
We take time to enjoy the Mývatn Nature Baths before heading back to
Lamb Inn for dinner and overnight. Tonight we have on the menu, Icelandic
cod, followed by a delicious dessert.
Day 5 | Tuesday, June 07
WHALE WATCHING & KALID BREWERY (B, L, D)
The day starts with a morning whale watching tour after breakfast from
Hauganes 30 km from Akureyri.
After the whale watching tour we spend the rest of the day in Akureyri
nick-named the Capitol of North Iceland. Voted Lonely Planet’s list of ten
best places to visit in Europe, Akureyri is also home to the first
independent microbrewery in Iceland, Bruggsmidjan. Here we will sample
the very popular beer Kaldi and enjoy a buffet of local made cheeses.
80-90% of all cheeses in Iceland are made In the Dairy Factory in Akureyri.
10% of all the milk production in Iceland comes from the community of
Eyjafjarðarsveit, where the Lamb Inn is located.
The rest of the day we will have to explore the town of Akureyri with all its’
attractions, museums and culture.
Dinner is back at the Lamb Inn for the specialty of the house, roasted leg of
lamb. Icelandic lamb is regarded to be the finest in the world! After dinner,
we will be treated to an entertaining “beer night” celebration at the Lamb
Inn to which locals have been invited.
Day 6 | Wednesday, June 08
AKUREYRI & VIKING/EINSTÖK BEER (B, D)
After breakfast we head out to explore some of the regional highlights
around Akureyri. They include Sverrir Hermannsson’s Sundry Collection,
The Christmas House and the Garðsárgil Canyon where we mix beer with
spectacular nature. At the Christmas House we will meet Beate and Helgi.
Beate is a black smith that has specialized in the Viking era. She is the
Icelandic and Nordic blacksmith champion of 2015. And Helgi is a
musician that dresses up like a Viking.
Maybe we’ll sneak a little taste of local “moonshine” which we call Landi.
Then it is off to visit to the Viking/Einstök Brewery and the Garðsárgil
Canyon. We will end the day’s tour at Kaffikú, local Cowshed Café for an

aperitif before heading back to the Lamb Inn for a traditional Icelandic
fish gratin.
Later we have the option to head back into Akureyri to enjoy their pub
nightlife during the time of the Midnight Sun.
Day 7 | Thursday, June 09
REYKJAVÍK (B, L)
After an early breakfast we will head south towards Reykjavík.
Pausing from our scenic drive, we will enjoy a buffet lunch at the Hraunsnef
Country Restaurant and continue to our final destination.
After check in at Hótel Garður - a renovated dormitory of the University of
Iceland in Reykjavík, the group will have free time down town.
Dinner is on your own this evening.
Pubs in Reykjavík abound and there will be lots of local craft beer bars to
explore. The Kormákur and Skjöldur Tavern offers the local beer Brio from
the Borg Brewery, served only there. Our host will be able to guide us to
the best places to enjoy.

Accommodations: Hótel Garður. Hotel address: Hringbraut 29, 101
Reykjavík, Iceland. Tel: +354 511 1530.
Garður Hotel in central Reykjavik has been a favorite with
travelers for many years, and continues to bring the best value
accommodation to travelers. It is located in a perfect spot
with the National Museum of Iceland next door and is within a
short walking distance from the city centre where you can find
coffeehouses, restaurants, bars and experience Icelandic culture.
The hotel boasts an amazing panoramic view of our beautiful
Hallgrímskirkja church.
Day 8 | Friday, June 10
REYKJAVÍK — KEFLAVIK — END OF SERVICE (B, L)
After breakfast there will be some free time in Reykjavík to explore the
sights. After lunch we will drive to Keflavik with a stop at Viking World, a
museum with exhibitions about the Vikings, a settlement zoo and more.
Depart from Keflavik Airport around 5p.m.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We
do our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot
be held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations.
Any and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the
terms and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also
be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets,
etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers,
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives are
not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, indirect,
special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or opportunities)
delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety (whether
based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to
such party or any other party) arising from:
(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;
(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other
grounds beyond our control;
(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations
(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears on the
passport;
(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;
(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;
(g) Personal injuries or death;
(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour
disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes,
weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental
authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven
days of notification and obtain a full refund.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.
Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases at
time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier
recommended connections and check-in times.
Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance,
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign
an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you

are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy
on this page. Please speak to your representative at the time of making reservations
about insurance.

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to
receive a refund is limited.
There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services.
Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full
refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour. The following penalties will be
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:
(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.
(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.
(C) 59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.
Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional
penalties associated with the airfare. If so, these policies
will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to
conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to
ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar
to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility
for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a
change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges
imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge
a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name
or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties
may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many
countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s
return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s
responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required
by all relevant authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the
correct documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage.

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform
you should any significant changes occur.
Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be
different from what you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute
your consent to the above terms.
If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Vacations in
writing upon your return.
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